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Hymns of the Church

Introduction
God sings! He will “joy over thee with singing” (Zeph 3:17). Moreover, our 
singing God takes particular note of people who sing His song and responds 
by coming to dwell among them. The Psalmist spoke of this powerful reality 
when he said

  O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel. (Ps. 22:3)

God’s people have often summoned His presence with song. When Solomon 
dedicated the Temple, the glory of the Lord filled the house of God precisely 
when the singing began (2 Chron. 5:12–14). The hand of the Lord once came 
upon Elisha at the sound of music, and he prophesied (2 Kings 3:14,15). After 
King Saul’s anointing, he was filled with the Spirit of the Lord when he met a 
company of prophets making music as they came down a hill (I Sam. 10:5–11). 
King Jehoshaphat marched a singing army against three attacking nations 
and won the victory without lifting a sword (2 Chron. 20:1–30).

King David knew that song was the most effective way to elicit God’s presence. 
He appointed men to prophesy with music (1 Chron. 25:1). Furthermore, he 
established 4,000 paid musicians to praise God full-time in the Temple (1 
Chron. 23:5). Truly, David was a man after the heart of our singing God. No 
wonder David’s kingdom reached a high point of power and favor with God. 
During his reign filled with constant song, the Kingdom of Israel expanded to 
ten times its original size, reaching its originally promised borders.

David once exclaimed:

    Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound: they shall
  walk, O Lord, in the light of thy countenance. (Ps. 89:15)

Christians who sing experience God’s continual guidance, blessing, and 
presence. They also have a prophetic word from God, deliverance, and power 
in times of need. Coupled with prayer, genuine praise in song is the Christian’s 
most powerful resource. Moreover, song is the authentic evidence that a person 
is filled with the Holy Spirit:

   Be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves in psalms  
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
in your heart to the Lord. (Eph. 5:18,19)

In the battle against powerful spiritual foes, singing is not an optional activity 
for the Christian. Indeed, for our great benefit, God commands us to sing in 
many of the 300 references to song in the Bible. The Christian who has no song 
is spiritually handicapped. Therefore, we urge all Christians everywhere to 
sing in every circumstance.
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Hymns of the Church was compiled to equip God’s people with songs for victory 
in every situation. The collection focuses on the great hymns of the church 
modeled on the style of the new song described in Revelation 5:9–14. The new 
song has a theme: “Worthy is the Lamb.” That theme is repeated throughout 
the song, but as in all timeless expression, the repetition is varied for maximum 
effect. The song explains why the Lamb is worthy, celebrates the attributes of 
His worthiness, and enumerates the creatures who recognize His worthiness. 
Finally, the song climactically concludes the theme with every creature in the 
universe declaring the worthiness of the Lamb forever and ever!

The majority of the songs in Hymns of the Church also develop a theme in 
both the text and the music. The music of these hymns advances the theme 
through varied repetitions to a definite conclusion (e.g., songs 2, 5, 120, 141, 
and 261). As such, these songs reflect the timeless qualities and depth of the 
new song. For this reason, they should constitute the main repertoire of songs 
sung regularly.

A smaller proportion of the selections are gospel songs (generally songs with a 
refrain) that tend toward musical repetition with less variety and a conclusion 
with a weaker resolution. Used on an occasional basis, these songs offer a 
simple message for a particular need. However, a steady diet of these songs 
will subtly place an unbalanced focus on the experience of the worshiper 
rather than the worthiness of God and the Lamb. An attempt was made 
to avoid the cheap gospel song that replaces solemn worship with musical 
harangue. It is a fact that shallow music tends to support only a trite, exces-
sively repetitious text.

By contrast, songs patterned after God’s new song offer a rich content of 
timeless truth to be pondered. They nurture the singers to a deep practical 
understanding of God and His purposes for His children. These hymns are a 
treasured heritage gleaned from songwriters who could exquisitely hymn the 
infinite excellencies of God’s character. By describing God’s glories seen in a 
wide variety of life’s most challenging experiences, these hymns instill and 
reinforce a sturdy sense of spiritual reality as they are sung.

Among these hymns are songs that reflect a distinct Anabaptist emphasis on 
the Lordship of Christ, discipleship, obedience, crossbearing, separation from 
the world, nonresistance, and the present Kingdom of God. Texts and musical 
settings have been drawn from Anabaptist authors and composers throughout 
the entire history of Anabaptism from its beginning in 1525 to the present. 
More than 65 Anabaptist hymn authors and composers are featured in this 
collection of hymns.

Hymns of the Church is placed in your hands to help furnish you thoroughly for 
spiritual conquest. In its songs, may God hear His new song from your lips and 
come to grace your experience with His glorious presence.

     John D. Martin
     Chambersburg, Pennsylvania
     December 8, 2009
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Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. - Mt. 18:20

Come, O Thou God of Grace
 AMERICA  6. 6. 4. 6. 6. 6. 4. 1

OPENING HYMNS
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FAIRFORD  6. 6. 6. 6. 8. 8.

In Loud Exalted Strains
The Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. - Ps. 132:13
OPENING HYMNS
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O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright
God is light, … If we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another. -I Jn 1:7

HAGERSTOWN L. M
5

OPENING HYMNS
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CANAAN  8. 7. 8. 7. with Refrain

A Gladsome Hymn of Praise
Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men. - Ps. 107:8
OPENING HYMNS
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Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. -1 Cor. 15:20

The Lord Is Risen Indeed
EASTER ANTHEM  Irregular

1012
CHORAL HYMNS
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